LOYAL supporter of this 
journal writes that some of 
his group “feel that it is too 
pessimistic of late’’. 


While realizing that we and the 
non-pacifist readers of Peace News 
need de-bunking as to the wonder- 
ful New World likely to follow 
this war, they feel that we do need 
some bope and encouragement to 
work for something better. 

I am all sympathy. Indeed I 
have a genuine fellow-feeling in 
the matter, for I sometimes need 
the -hope and encouragement 
myself. 

Even though, ever since the: last 
war began, I have often kept myself 
going with Thomas Hardy’s lines: 

If way to the better there be, 

It exacts a full look at the worse, 

I sometimes get tired of the view. I 
should like a more cordial drink, both 
for my own sustenance and to treat 
my fellow-travellers. “O for a 
beaker full of the warm South”, in 
fact, “full of the true, the bluskful 
Hippocrene”. 

But it’s no use pretending. I 
haven’t got such a draught, and I 
don’t know where one is to be had. 


A 
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fism and 


by JOHN MIDDLETON MURRY 


There is, I am reluctantly convinced, 
no solid ground for optimism of any 
kind in respect to the immediate 
future of society, 


In this realm we pacifists have only 
the consolation of being right: a poor 
consolation to those who are, as paci- 
fists pre-eminently should be, utterly 
suspicious of anything which tends 
to make them self-righteous. 


Need Not be Ineffective 


But that does not mean that paci- 
fists are condemned to ineffectiveness 
and the frustration that comes with 
it. I think it does mean that the less 
we delude ourselves with the idea 
that we can, at present, be politically 
effective, the more energy of mind 
and soul we have for a dispassionate 
examination of the very complex and 
serious problem of how we can “work 
for something better”. 


That we can do go, I have ro doubt 
whatever. That confidence is not, 
however, a confidence trat we shall 
succeed, if by sucess we understand 
the firm establishment even ou a tiny 
scale of “something better”. First 
and last, it seems to me, parifism is 
a venture of faith. And faiti would 


not be faith, if it were sure of 


success, 


What is Faith? 


Faith is not an easy thing to de- 
scribe or analyse. I like well St. 
Paul’s saying that it is “the substance 
of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen”; but there are many 
pacifists, just as good as I, who get 
no comfort or illumination from such 
a saying. And they may be even 
restive at my insistence that pacifism 
is a faith. How (they may ask) does 
it help to understanding to describe 
pacifism as a faith? 

Well, pacifism seems to me to be 
a self-delusion unless it knows itself 
to be a faith. Quite obviously it in- 
volves a faith in the nature of man: 
it must suppose that man, in some 
sense, really wants to be peaceful, 
and wants it more than anything else, 
If that is not true, then pacifism is 
nonsense. 


Where We Disagree 


agree about that. 
The disagreement begins when 
we ask ourselves: What do we 
mean when we say that man really 


We may all 


st If Russia Wins the War ::: 


MER. PRITT, I observe, does not be- 
: lieve that Sir James Grigg 
wants the USSR to win this war 
(Times, Jan. 18). Perhaps Sir 
James has an irrational preference 
that Britain should win. But to look 
at things as coolly as may be, Russia 
may fiow have a better chance of 
winning than Britain. (For one 
thing, Russia is not, and now is un- 
likely to be, at war with Japan as 
well.) What will be the reaction of 
Britain, and USA, if the possibility 
of a Russian victory becomes a prob- 
ability? On the whole, such a victory 
would be popular with the British 
working-class, for which Russia is a 
symbol. But it might create conster- 
nation among our rulers, 

There is something symbolic, too, 
in the fact that the military opera- 
tions in N, Africa (which was the 
concrete form taken by “the Second 
Front’) have been hamstrung by the 
difficulties of choosing between one 
form ‘of authoritarian government 
and another. To convoke the French 
Deputies in exile would cause trouble, 
because most of them are Commun- 
ists. The Observer (Jan. 17) ratrer 
triumphantly points out that the 
Communists were all legally deprived 
of their seats by the Chamber before 
the fall of France: ergo, they have 
no right to participate in a represen- 
tative assembly. It igs all very 
puzzling. 


Democracy Impossible 


ONE thing however seems to be 
established. Whatever form of 
government may be possible or appro- 
priate in N. Africa at present, de- 
mocracy is not. M. Pierre Maillaud 
says emphatically: 
“It must be stated outright that any hope 
of building up anything like a democratic 
aystem in war-time in N, Africa so long as 
France is captive ia sheer folly. The ele 
ments of it are not present. And any euch 
attempt would only unloose rival groups 
and lead to civil etrife (N. Chronicle, Jan. 


15). 

Though probably it was an official 
obligation for Mr. Macmillan and Mr, 
Bracken to announce that the Brit- 
ish Government wholly approved of 
the Eisenhower-Darlan arrangement, 
it becomes more and more difficult 
to see what else the General could 
have done. But the alarm is raised 
anew by the announcement that M. 
Peyrouton, lately a power in Vichy, 
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has been summoned to Gen. Giraud’s 
side. And it begins to be realized 
that this pretty kettle of fish is typ- 
ical of what will happen if Europe is 
ever liberated—by Britain and 
America. Liberation by Russia 
would simplify things, at any rate. 


Famine in India 


M[PHE very serious food-shortage in 

India is now ascribed to the 
machinations of the Congress Party. 
“The Government”, says the Express, 
Jan 14, “has in its possession secretly 
printed Congress bulletins, advising 
peasants not to sell their surplus 
stocks of grain...telling them that 
food is a better war-time investment 
than money”, as it certainly is for an 
Indian peasant. 

But peasant “hoarding” invariably 
happens in times when civil order 
is precarious. It happened in Russia; 
it is happening today throughout the 
Balkans. It requires no outside in- 
spiration; it is as natural to the peas- 
ant ag any other effort to save his 
own life. One can only pronounce 
the attempt to blame Congress for it 
as part of the “smear” campaign. 


Playing Down Russia ? 


HE steady maintenance’ of the 
many-sided Russian offensive 
remains the most impressive war 
news, It is now taken for granted 
that the German forces at Stalingrad 
will be forced to surrender. But 


AN YOU BEAT IT? 


J HAVE no excuse now for not knowing 
how many sides the “new” threepenny 
bits have. One hundred and twenty of them 
were sent to me last week. They were all 
collected by one reader. 

Perhaps others are also collecting, and to 
them and anyone else who feels stirred by the 
competitive spirit I say: Can you beat {t? 

Contributions since Jan. 11: £20 17a. 1d. 
Total to date: £4,096 lla. 7d. 
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that may not be as heavy a blow to 
Hitler’s military prestige as is antici- 
pated. It is also regarded as certain 
that the Germans will have to with- 
draw from Maikop—the one oil-field 
of importance that they captured in 
tre summer. 

Can it be that the Daily Express 
now considers that the repute of 
Russia is soaring too high? It takes 
the occasion to print a series of ar- 
ticles on life in Russia today by 
Walter Graebner, the well-known 
special correspondent of Life. Here 
is one of the emphasized passages: 

There are several million bureaugrata in 

Russia of greater or lesser importance. They 
comprise a eocial class which ia every bit 
as distinct from the masses as the English 
nobility ds from the cockneys, and they 
enjoy many of the same privileges as the 
upper classes of other nations do. 

Bureaucrats by the million are no 
new thing in Russia. Probably a 
society without masses of Tchinovniks 
is inconceivable to the Russian. 
Whether Britain or America will ac- 
cept them as quietly remains to be 
seen. 

The Economist 


QNE of the most interesting and 

significant phenomena in this 
country today (as I have said with 
wearisome repetition) is the discrep- 
ancy between the overt political set- 
up and what is actually happening 


both in the body social and in men’s, 


minds. Signs of an awareness of the 
discrepancy appear sporadically in 
such an organ as The Times; but the 
only journal which is_ consistently 
conscious of it is The Economist. 

My disagreement with Tre Econo- 
mist is quite fundamental. There- 
fore, I can give the rein to my ad- 
miration of its quality. It is much 
the finest—the most comprehensive 
and responsible, the least slick and 
superficial—of the political journals 
published today. 

But to return. The Economist, as 
T say, is ever mindful of this grow- 
ing discrepancy between the political 
machinery of British democracy and 
the real social process; and the issue 
of Jan, 16 discusses the effect of tke 
Beveridge report as a kind of catalyst 
in this curious situation. 


Practical Questions 


T in deeply significant, says The Economist, 
that discussion of the report haa been 
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Pessimism 


wants to be peaceful, and wants it 
more than anything else? 

Surely, we cannot honestly mean 
more than that there is an element 
in all men which counts peace the 
greatest of all goods. It would be 
shutting our eyes to history to per- 
suade ourselves .hat this element is 
preponderant and decisive. 

If man really wants peace, what 
has prevented him from keeping it? 
Pacifists are prone to invent all kinds 
of excuses for rim. The good and 
peaceful natura] man is bedevilled by 
capitalism, or vested interests, or 
armament firms, 

That is bunk. Man is cheated of 
peace by Man. The same individual 
who at one moment thinks he wants 
peace more than anything else, at 
another moment wants all kinds of 
things that cannot be had by peace. 

That is his normal condition in 
peace-time. As often as not, when 
war comes he quite definitely wants 
war. And in all his contradictions 
he is the same man. 


Task of Pacifists 


How are you going to change him? 
To change him so that his real, but 
fitful and precarious, desire for peace 

_ becomes dominant. This and none 
other is the task of pacifists. And 
when we see it in these simple terms, 
it is tremendous. 

What grounds have we_ r believ- 
ing that it will, or can, be accomp- 
lished? None whatever, surely. in 
past history. And even those who 
read history in the light of the Cross, 
can hardly do more—in honesty— 
than record that tke history of 
Christianity has culminated in one 
vast apostasy of Christendom. 
there any reason at all to suppase 
that the last thirty years of workd- 
history would have been one atom 
more terrible if the Prince of Peace 
had never been born? I see none. 


Why We Keep On 


Then why go on? The answer is 
quite simple: indeed, too familiar to 
be put in words. Because we can’t 
do otherwise. Because to give up 
the struggle would make us hope- 
lessly divided and disintegrated men 
and women. 

And the more ruthlessly we put 
away from ourselves all comfortable 
illusions, the clearer it becomes that 
it is in our inability to give up the 
struggle that lies our ground of hope. 
After all, we are ordinary men and 
women: damned ordinary most of us! 
And yet we feel like: this. How can 
we account for ourselves? 

The explanation can be given in 
divers idioms. Probably the simplest 
is the best—for a mixed audience 
anyhow. We are what we are: or- 
dinary people, just a bit different. 
We have to believe we have a mean- 
ing: otherwise we should go mad. 
What can our meaning be, but that 
Life, or History, or God is using us 
for a purpose? 


Worry Disappears 


Once we are certain of that, the 
trouble is over. We cease to worry 
whether the purpose is peace in our - 
time, or peace nineteen hundred years 
hence. We have every right to hope 
it is the former; but none ‘o be dis- 
mayed if it is not. 

But just in so far as we know our- 
selves to be very ordinary people, we 
have some grounds for believing that 
the change that has happened to us 
is just round the corner for the rest. 


That is as faithful an account as, 
I can give of the hope and encourage- 
ment that a pacifist can honestlv and 
honourably expect to have. If he 
thinks he needs more to sustain him, 
my counsel is that he should think 
again, 
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Vital Problem 


R. A. J. Cummings, of the 
“~~ News Chronicle (Jan. 12), 
speaks contemptuously of tke “now 
somewhat shamefaced apologists for 
Munich”. We wonder whether Mr. 
Cummings himself denounced the 
Munich agreement at the time it was 
made. We should be gratified—and, 
to speak frankly, surprised—if he did 
not partake in the general feeling of 
relief that war had been averted and 
gratitude to Mr. Neville Chamberlain 
for having averted it. Perhaps one 
of our readers will look up Mr. Cum- 
mings’s record. 

The Evening Standard, likewise, is 
now scornful of “the men of Munich”. 
Yet here is a passage from its leader 
on Sept, 30, 1938. 

The Prime Minister brings home from 
Munich one great, immediate boon. Britain 
will not be involved in a European war. 
For the preservation of peace, which he has 
secured for the people of this country, let 
Mr. Chamberlain he praised without stint. 
It is hig due, and will be paid in full meas- 
ure.. Criticism will be directed against the 
British and French Governments for fail- 
ing to secure better terma. The unanswer- 
able argument in their favour is tbat this 


agreement is better than the irreparable 
catastrophe of war... 


Profound thankfulness to Mr, Chamber- 
lain for preserving peace will be tempered 
by this one regret, that Britain should not 
have finally dissociated herself from a Cen- 
tral Euopean tangle in which neither her 
honour nor her interest ia at stake. 
Newspapers, like individuals, may 

change their mind: but it is even 
rarer for a newspaper than it is for 
an individual to admit that it has 
changed its mind. That is in the 
nature of newspapers: particularly 
in the nature of the newspapers of 
modern mass-democracy. They base 
their conduct on tke advice given by 
the little solicitor at the Eatanswill 
election, when Mr. Pickwick asked 
how be should behave in the market 
square. 

“Shout with the crowd.” 

“But what if there are two crowds?” 

“Shout with the largest!” 

Mr. Chamberlain was deceived over 
Munich. He thought he had signed 
an agreement which would be hon- 
aured. It was not Fonoured, Then, 
down with Chamberlain! He failed. 
He did not prevent war after all. 
Contempt and contumely are his por- 
tion. 


We do not believe that any good 
can come from a democracy whose 
press behaves in this fashion. And 
unless the defenders of democracy 
are prepared to face the fact that 
fhe press of modern democracy is 
under a compulsion to behave tn this 
fashion, they are dreaming dreams. 
The production of a newspaper is a 
business, run for profit. Profit de- 
pends upon advertisement, advertise- 
ment depends upon circulation, and 
circulation upon popularity. The 
eperation of that vicious circle means 
that much of the press of a capitalist 
democracy is engaged automatically 
in degrading the mentality of de- 
mrocracy. 

This is but one aspect of a much 
greater problem. For, though it is 
comforting to speak of capitalist de- 
mocracy as though there were an- 
other quite different and vastly 
superior kind of democracy waiting 
ready to be adopted, the fact is that 

. nowhere yet has there been evolved 
_a working democracy whick is not a 
capitalist democracy. So far, at any 
rate, men are unable to conceive or 
practise liberty that is not insep- 
arably entwined with economic 
liberty. 


This is one of the absolutely vital 
problems with which pacifist thought 
should be concerning itself. It ig not 
a new problem. It has been present 
to thinking minds for the best part 
of a century. But now it is terribly 
urgent either to find a solution, or to 
accept the situation if there proves 
to be no solution, On all sides, the 
problem is being merely evaded. 
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The Effect of Beveridge 


focused upon itg aasumptione rather than ita 
recommendations: “upon the overriding need 
for political security, economic regularity, 
technical efficiency, rather than upon the 
remedies made necessary by their absence”. 
And thie (it is auggested) corresponds to the 
concern of the average citizen, in the forces 
or outside them. He does not ask what he will 
get out of the report. 

“He asks instead three practical questions. 
What kind of @ joh can I get when the war 
is over? What will the pound be worth when 
peace returns? And, perhaps most significant 
of all, what about slackers? The stockbrokers 
who write to The Timea about Sir William's 
threat to Individual enterprise need not worry. 
The last ditch supporter of the rights earned 
by work and effort is the man in the street.” 

There ig much truth in that. Beneath the 
overt clash of vested interests which the Re- 
port will occasion, there ia developing a gen- 
eral agreement that democracy must have a 
positive social aim—‘‘to provide the conditions 
in which men and women can win for them- 
selves what they need and what they merit.” 


Democracy's Chance 


HIS underlying agreement, says The 
Economist, is now made the basis of 
an argument that the abolition of unemploy- 
ment etc, should be taken “outside politica’. 
This is wrong. The opportunity to be seized 
is that of substituting for the old 19th century 
basia of agreement between the two pdtties 
on negative laisser-faire, a new basis of 
agreement on the necessity of positive social 
democracy. ‘There ig room and need for vital 
political conflict on the methods which shall 
be used to achieve it, 

“In the context of parbiamentary democracy, 
it is for the people, and the people only, to 
decide, for instance, whether they will accept 
the regimentation of war-time work in order 
to obtain in peace-time the same high level of 
employment and the same mobility of labour 
between job and job...And government of 
this kind will only be achieved if, once the 
agreed aim of a positive economic policy has 
been accepted, the contrasting ways and means 
of implementing it are stated, frankly and 
explicitly, for public judgment of honestly 
contending parties’. 

That is asking a lot. But I entirely agree 
with the demand. The Economist seea here 
the real chance for the renaissance of Par- 
liamentary democracy. Will it be taken? 


Artificial Parties 


SSUREDLY not, unless the political 
parties themselves undergo a_ renais- 
sance, which will be practically a revolution, 
“It is a commonplace now that the two- 
party system worked liberally and fruitfully 
while there was a basic agreement hetween 


the contending parties on the major aims of 
policy...and that the system broke down 
when, in the inter-war period, there was a 
cleavage between the main parties not only 
about the ways and means, but about the 
ends themselves. The lip-service paid by 
Labour to a doctrinaire, vague, and unrealistic 
Socialism, not only deprived the country of 
an effective opposition and alternative Gov- 
ernment; it also robbed Parliamentary gov- 
ernment itself of its mainspring, and meant 
that, in the critical thirties, al] the crucial 
issues of social, economic, and diplomatic 
policy went by default”. 

That is very well said. And The Economist 
does not hesitate to draw the just conclusion: 
that the marshalling of the existing political 
parties is artificial. 


Britain's Choice 


HE issue (it declares) is no longer he- 
tween Socialism and Individualism, but 
between Communalism and Sectionalism. And 
there are Communalists and Sectionalists in 
all the political parties today. ‘'The problem 
for British democracy is whether there can 
be forthcoming in the near future, on the 
one hand, the leadership, on the other, the 
group commonsense, for politicians to re- 
arrange their ranks so that they represent 
the major issues which the British people will 
have perforce to settle’. 


Neither Transport House nor the Conser- 
vative Central Office shows any signs of 
having seen the Hight, thinks The Economist. 
But does not The Economist itself confuse the 
issue at the crucial point? Is Sectionalism a 
valid positive antithesis to Communalism? 
And has not the argument changed ground, 
from positing. that the two parties of the 
future should be in basic agreement on Com- 
munalism, to the very different position that 
agreement on Communalism should he the 
basis of one of the new: parties? Or is Sec- 
tionalism conceived as a variety of Com- 
munalism? If that is 80, I should like to 
hear much more about it, for if a sectionalist 
Communalism is practical, Britain will eurely 
choose it. 


“If we Choose” — What ? 


UT the alternatives need to be formulated 
so that the plain man can understand 
them. What is involved, for example, in 
“the abolition of unemployment’? Sir Wil- 
liam Beveridge says he doesn’t know how to 
abolish it—meaning (I suppose) that he does 
not know how to abolish it without maintain- 
ing war-time regimentation of Jabour. Ac- 
cordingly, his report is based on an expecta- 
tion of anything up to 10% unemployment. 
Dr. Hugh Dalton says (D, Herald, Jan. 13) 
“We can prevent mass-unemployment if we 
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choose’’. Does he mean “if we choose’ war- 
time regimentation of labour? If he does, he 
should say so plainly, above alb as a repre- 
sentative of Labour in the Government. Mr. 
Bevin, as often, comes nearest to being can- 
did. He has been appealing to Trade Union- 
ists “not to ask for their old liberty back 
too quickly after the war” (E, Standard, Jan. 


12), 
The Reality of War 


LL honour to the Sunday Times (which 
was the first great newspaper to give 
real publicity to the appeal to feed starving 
Greece) for the prominence it gave on Jan. 
17 to the appeal for the children of Southern 
France, made by Dr. Howard Kershner, the 
Director of Relief of the American Friends 
Service Committee. While Southern France 
was stil] unoccupied, food (enough to feed 
100,000 children) did not come through the 
Allies’ blockade but was purchased in Europe, 
Africa, and Asia; but feeding must now come 
to an end unless Washington and London 
give navicerts to bring food from America. 


“IT know’, says Dr, Kershner, ‘“‘that the 
people have not changed but still maintain 
those (democratic) ideals. I shudder to think 
of their disappointment if, after feeding 
100,000 of their children for two years, we 
now stop, indicating to them that we do not 
care if the children starve.”? Behind, beneath, 
all my abstract comments on the war, this 
is the abiding reality. It is horrible. Stop 


it! 
‘Man the Master” 


ERE £ not long inured to the irrespon- 

bility of reviewers, I should be shocked 
by the treatment of Gerald Heard’s “Man 
the Master" by the two most widely circulated 
organs of the intelligentsia—-the New States- 
man and The Listener. In the former, Mr. 
Leonard Woolf, who appears to have estab- 
lished himself as the pontiff of a narrow and 
threadbare rationalism, pontificates against 
it under the title of ‘“Mumbo-Jumbo”. 


In the latter, an anonymous but very sup- 
erior person denounces it as “a hotch-potch 
of dubioua generalizations and chaotic argu- 
ment, expressed with quite remarkable in- 
eptitude’; and praceeds to demonstrate his 
own capacity for lucid statement by the fol- 
Jowing: “The general plan seems to be to 
co-opt religion to the greater glory of saciety: 
the fact that Mr. Heard's seers might owe 
their seership to a willingness to reverse that 
proposition has not yet occurred to him.” 

Of what that means I have no glimmering. 
But I have read Heard’s book twice, with the 
concentrated attention it demands; and I 
declare, just as confidently as the superior 
persons, that it is an original, valuable, and 
highly stimulating book. 


1943 has come. The good resolu- 
tions shave all been passed. 
Unfortunately I cannot deal with 
‘those passed by ordinary mortals. I 
am compelled always to write about 
statesmen. 
ITH scarcely an excep- 
tion, all the world states- 
men have pledged them- 
selves to establish a_ bright, 
happy, and prosperous new 
Europe. Only one thing ap- 
pears to stand in the way. It 
is the regrettable fact that they 


have not yet destroyed Europe. 

In consequence, this has involved 
the passing of two resolutions: (1) 
To demand a greater intensity in the 
work of destroying Europe; (2) To 
use all the resources of statesman- 
ship, plus all the available milk of 
human kindness, in making Europe 
much better than it was before they 
destroyed it. 

Resolution No, 2, it will be seen, 
depends entirely on the successful 
carrying out of Resolution No. 1, as 
it is now accepted that nobody in 
their senses would wish a_ better 
Europe without first making it very 
bad indeed. 

In a democracy, of course, it is al- 
ways essential to have a majority 
for any reform. The will of the 
people must prevail.: This explains 
the origin of the phrase “thumping 
majority”. 

So far as Britain is concerned we 
have a thumping majority, both for 
the destruction of Europe and for its 
rebuilding. Indeed, since those days 
when the Democracy of that part of 
the world now known as the Middle 
East constituted themselves a tri- 
bunal, I doubt if there has ever been 
such unaniminity. 

- On that occasion, it may be remem- 
bered, the Democracy decided that 
Barrabas should be allowed to return 
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CLEARING ™ GROUND 


to his publishing business, doubtless 
knowing that for the crucifixion and 
the rebuilding to follow, propaganda 
would be almost a necessity. 


UNANIMITY 


If is no exaggeration to say that 
we are as unanimous in our democ- 
racy as was the democracy round 
Calvary. If there is a difference, it 
is only on detail, and in all matters 
requiring statesmanship the differ- 
ences are those expected from a 
people composed of Moderates and 
Progressives. 

Briefly, the difference is on the 
question of whether we should go 
steadily on with the destruction of 
Europe and think about the rebuild- 
ing after, or whether we should carry 
out the work of destruction and plan- 
ning for rebuilding simultaneously. 

For instance, Mr, J. W. Gerrard, 
who has been in the American Diplo 
matic Service for a great part of his 
life, quite naturally feels that we 
should go straight akead with the 
destruction (i.e. win the war), and do 
our thinking afterwards. Mr, Ger- 
rard is probably stating the case for 
the whole of the Moderates. 

On the other hand, the progressive 
News Chronicle is rather pained by 
this lack of forethought. It said in 
its leader of December 80 that tre 
shooting war and the nlanning for 
reconstruction should and could pro- 
ceed simultaneously. 


MAN-POWER 


Presumably it is simply a question 
of getting the best we can out of 
our man-power. Looking around we 
can see masses of men over 42,*some 
of whom publicly regret they are 
taking no part in the preliminary 
work of destruction. 

Moreover, when of military age 
they missed their chance of destroy- 
ing anything in the last war. And 
now, itching to be in on this one, 
along comes Anno Domini and says 
they are too old and therefore fit for 
nothing but Planning, 

But let no enemy assume that this 
sub-division of labour involves any 
difference of opinion as to the im- 
mediate need to destroy. Nor does it 


mean any feeling of disparagement 
of the young men engaged in destruc- 
tion when the rate of progress seems 
slow. It just is a natural impatience 
to get on with the work of recon- 
struction, They know the ground 
must be cleared, otherwise there 
would have been no point in inventing 
the phrase “clearing the ground”. 

They know, too, that it would be a 
waste of man-power to prepare plans 
and assemble materials for the re- 
building of the Leaning Tower of 
Pisa, as even the most indiscrimin- 
ate bombing cannot ensure that the 
Tower will not still be leaning when 
the reconstruction begins. It may 
be, of course, that the London Schoo! 
of Economics has decided it should be 
straightened up. 


HOPEFULNESS 


Thus it is we enter 1943 with a feeling of 
hopefulness. On the main point there is 
complete agreement that the ground must be 
cleared of all standing obstructions, includ- 
ing cathedrals. 

It is not merely the United Nationg states- 
men who feel that the work of destruction 
should proceed as rapidly and as efficiently as 
possible. All belligerents alike have promised 
their people that whatever can be done to 
clear the ground for reconstruction will be 
done. Equally, too, they have given a pledge 
that the destruction is only a preliminary 
to the rebuilding of a New Order. And not 
only are they agreed on the method, but it 
appears that all the nations are in complete 
agreement even on the details of recon- 
struction. 

According to the News Chronicle our ob- 
jective is clear. Its leader of Dec, 30, says: 
“We must remove the causeg of friction be- 
tween nations. This means that world 
economic relationships—ignoreg in the Peace 
Treaties of 1919—must be established on a 
workable basis’. That, as it happens, is 
pretty much the view of the Germans, with, 
of course, the proviso that they must be 
allowed to do some destruction while waiting 
for the friction to be removed. 

The News Chronicle, of course, says that 
we must punish those who perverted the 
minds of the people. By a coincidence, this 
famous trial 2,000 years ago. This proves 
Pilate was prepared to accept as valid in that 
was the only count in the indictment which 
that there was some point in inventing the 
phrase “the inevitability of gradualness”. 


* * * 


If my readers have not yet made their good 
resolve for the year, they should make one 
not to pester statesmen to go ahead with 
reconstruction.. They will only reply; “After 
all, Rome wasn’t built in a day, and even 
with the most efficient bombing it may take 
the better part of a week to destroy jt’, 

A happy and destructive new year to all! 


January 22, 1943 
WORDS OF PEACE —4 


Eternal Forces of | 


Truth 


S for me, my bed is made. I am 
against bigness and greatness 
in all their forms, and with the 

invisible molecular forces that work 
from individual to individual, stealing 
in through the crannies of the world 
like so many soft rootlets and yet 
rending the hardest monuments of 
man’s pride, if you give them time. 


Bigger units are hollower, more 
brutal, more mendacious. I am 
against all big organizations as such 
—the national first—and in favour of 
the eternal forces of truth which 
always work in the individual and 
immediately unsuccessful way, under- 
dogs always. 

Prof. William James. 


Letters to the Editor 


Owing to the large number of claima 
on our severely limited space, correspond- 
ents are urged to keep their letters very 
brief, and preferably under 250 words. 


Pip -Squeaking 
Peace 


“W)ACIFISTS pray for peace’! 
Yes, but will peace come when 
they do pray for it? No: it 

will come only when one force is in 

a position to impose its will on the 

opposing force. To talk of “a 

Christian peace” is more hypocritical 

than to talk of “a Christian war”. 

Since the “Gospel of Peace” was 
proclaimed, two thousand years ago, 
wars have multiplied a thousandfold 
and have never ceased to become 

“bigger and better’. For all that 

time the final end of slayer and slain 

has been to “R.LP.” Peace is proved 
to be nothing more than a dirty in- 
terval between two wars: war by less 
bloody but filthier means; the 
slaughter of babes and the helpless 
instead of the “fighting-fit”. 

We and our American and French 

Allies forced “peace” on the Germans 

—“until the pips squeaked”. One of 
those “pips” grew into Hitler. For 

twenty years millions starved in a 

world of super-abundance: all for 

the glory of God and ‘in the name of 
peace, 


Then Mr. “Pip” Hitler began to 
squeak loudly, and Mr. Neville 
Chamberlain was forced to pick up 
his umbrella and dash to Germany, 
The “squeaking pip” was giving the 
Angle-Frenck-American investing 
public the jitters. At Godesberg Mr. 
Chamberlain realized that the “pips” 
were prepared for war: the 
“squeezers” were not; that, al- 
though God, time, and money were 
on our side, the unjust “pips” were 
not prepared to sell the lead they 
had gained in the dirty peace game 
for all the gold in America. 

For the first time in financial history time 
was more precious than gold, and ‘all the 
King's horses and all the King's men” couldn’t 
buy it. Chamberlain was forced to go to 
Munich and do a deal for time at any price. 
The price proved to be Cvrecho-Slovmkia. 
Financial disaster was averted. Mr. Chamber- 
jain returned and presented the Mother of 


Parliaments with a ‘scrap of paper” and 
“peace with Germany in our time’. “Oh 
Lord”! 

Anglo-French-American hatred of Russia 


gave “Pip” Hitler all the time he needed. 
Their joint support of Finland in the Russo- 
Finnish war assured him of the single front 
he needed. He aped his “betters”. He did 
a deal with anti-God Russia. The Russo-Finn- 
ish war was Hitler's trump-card. It gave 
him time and the single front. 

The United Nations could not “shake hands 
with murder” in 1939. Since June 1941 they 
have been content to applaud Stalin for going 
all the murdering—on their behalf. It ia even 
possible, when the “peace” glove is properly 
adjustedi, that they will consent to ‘hake 
hands with murder.” 

In any case, murder now looks like provid- 
ing the “‘peace’. Global usury creates global 


war. 
JOHN TAYLOR 
28 Leam Terrace, Leamington. 


More 


May I draw attention to the importance of 
giving times and places of meetings in detail 
correctly and secing that those people to whom 
the information has been given know of any 
alterations. I am tired of cycling mileg to 
meetings in thia area to find that there is no 
meeting, or that the sime has been altered, 
sa that I have to leave almost aa soon as it 


PACIFISM 


_ encouraging. 


PEACE NEWS 


LAURENCE HOUSMAN reviewing Vera Eritiain’s 


new book, describes it asa 


Testament 


Humiliation with Honour, by Vera Brittain 


Ltd. 3s. 6d. 


O her two “Testaments”’—ot 
Youth and of Friendship— 
Vera Brittain has now added a 

third, though the word does not 

appear in the title. 


This is a testament addressed to 
youth—a gracious and beautiful ex- 
pression of the relations between a 
mother who is a convinced pacifist, 
and a son, aged 15, whose present 
convictions are all the other way. 


It takes the form of ten letters, 
sent by the writer, during the long 
separation imposed by war, to her son 
in America; and on the very first 
page the note of true pacifism is 
struck in the respect shown for 
difference of opinion as between 
parent and child. 


It is less rare today than it was two 
generations ago; but this war has 
tended to cause a reversion toward 
the old tyranny of experienced age 
over inexperienced youth when it 
claims liberty of conscience. There is 
nothing of that here. The writer 
says: 

Let me say at once that I find tf both 
right and natural that you should criticize 

.-I do not expect you, at fifteen, to en- 

dorse any beliefs that I hold just because 

they are mine. No-one has much value as 

a member of a minority unless he has once 

thought with the majority. What matters 

roost at your age is that you should think 
for yourself. 

And then the writer sets herself the 
really difficult task of giving the 
spiritual values of pacifism a prac- 
tical application, in a form that can 
be understood by so young a mind, 
to social and political problems of the 
present day. 

Possibly some of the more spiritual 
implica 
which gives the book its title is one of 
them—will not make a full appeal to 
their recipient just yet; but to adven- 
turous and open-minded youth again 
and again comes the right challenge. 
“So long as a generous and imagin- 
ative policy remains untried, we can- 
not support a war which we believe to 
be caused by the failure to try it.” 
And again, “Are we to say that our 
own policy, which has never been 
tried, is a failure because the 
opposite of it has led the world to 
disaster ?” 


ca * + 


Elsewhere instances are given, un- 
answerable and heartrending, of how 


FO Youth - 


Andrew Dakers, 


far back that opposite way has been 
carelessly accepted and indifferently 
practised to the present’ undoing, not 
only of ourselves but of other nations 
which had no part in our quarrel, nor 
share in the wilfully wrong use we j 
made of victory twenty-four years 
ago. 

She quotes Nansen (one whose 
opinion hero-worshipping youth can- } 
not reject lightly), whose seathing 
condemnation of the self-seeking poli- 
ticians who, already in 1923, were 
ensuring the failure of the League of 
Nations and preparing the ground for 
the next war, states the ease for 
pacifism as well as or better than any 
pacifist has done. 


She quotes the description by an 
eye-witness of the appalling effects of 
starvation on small children, to one 
for whom starvation is but a word, 
ne little. Yet for that starvation 
our politicians made us_ responsible 
when for eight months they imposed 
on a_ helpless population the Victory 
Blockade, which the present Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury has described as | 
one of the great crimes of history. 


If that be true, it ig right that 
generous youth should be told of it, 
and helped to realise that in al] his 
career Titler has done nothing worse, 
and that it is for that, and our per- 
sistent indifference to the shaping of 
a real peace-policy that we are pay- 
ing the price today. 


* * * 


In a concluding passage the writer 
states her hope for the future, if only 
we have the right mind for 1t:— 


When the pacifist minority is no longer 
penalized by the wiclders of power, it may 
well be asked to consider how the common 
peoples of Britain and Germany, purged by 
suffering, may find a way of life together, 
freed from the menace of their privileged 
classes to their mutual interests. 

Perhaps we shall help our ex-enemies to 
acknowledge their acquiescence in evil by 
admitting our own: for we in this country 
have also a confession to make. We too 
have propounded in our colonial territories, 
and above all in India, an intolerable theory 
of racial superiority; and if we did not 
seek to “dominate the world" it was because, 
in marketa and on trade-routes, we were 
supreme already. We, the British people, } 
consented to the dividing of Europe in our 


own interests, instead of uniting dt for 
humanity’s welfare. We allowed our 
leaders to scheme for power, instead of 


creating an international society based on 
confidence and friendship. 

For our own lack of vision the common 
peopie of the world have paid. 


I agree with E.:'G. Attwood that 
so far a thread of unreality has run 
through most of the correspondence 
on this subject, from which, I fear, 
his own letter is not entirely immune. 


We should, I think, bear in mind 
these important theses: That the most 
probable outcome of the war is a 
compromise settlement enforced by 
mutual exhaustion after yeurs more 
of conflict, and that in such condi- 
tions the establishment of some form 
of fascism (for want of a better 
word) in this country is probable. 
In suck conditions the traditional 
parties would most likely disappear. 


But I believe there is a taint gleam 
of haope in a negotiated peace. 


When Mr, Attwood says the energies of 
pacifists might be more usefully directed to- 
wards stopping the war he utters a profound 
truth., That is surely the most creative and 
constructive action we can take at present. 

But the method he proposes is far from 
I assume that he thinks most 
of the signatories of the “Cove Manifesto" 
support “Peace by Revolution", or at any 
rate peace without victory. But, this is far 
from the case. The majority of its supporters 
are out for a military victory, thus are un- 
likely to bring peace any nearer. 


It is better by far that we should co-operate 
with those non-pacifist organizations which 
mre working for a negotia:ed pmice. It is 
rather puzzling, though, to see that the Brit- 


Care Please 


starts, or of not finding the meeting place at 
all because the address has not been made 
clear. I might say that in most cases it has 
been the fault of a member of the PPU 
passing on the information of a meeting be- 


ing held. 
RONALD F, W. REDMAN 


Ratcliffe-on-Soar, Barton, Nottingham. 


» clusion to the war’, 


and POLITICS 


ish National Party favours ‘‘a victorious con- 
Perhaps this is not to 
be taken in the literal sense. 

G. F. BLIGH 
206 Derbyshire Lane W., 
Stretford, Lanes. 


Had Bill Grindlay and the others directed 
the labour which produced such a turbulent 
reply to my previous letter into the more 
worthy channel of attention to what I had 
written, they might, between the four of them, 
have found something constructive to add to 
the correspondence. 

My concern was the increas!ngly common 
contention among socialist-pacifists that only 
in a. socialist State will be found all that 
pacifists are struggling for, and, only in a 
capitalist State will be found all those things 
pacifists are struggling against. I made no 
attempt to deal with their letter, merely 
citing it as apparently a further example of 
this dognatism. Most of their thrusts need 
no parrying, as the wishful reading has a 
been on their side; but a few points might 
receive attention. 

In the second paragraph of my previous 
Jetter I referred to capitalism as the form 
of society: I only reverted to “conservatism” 
in order to close with the terms originally 
used. My critica do ‘‘conjecture as to the 
relevance of the socialist economy to peace”, 
because if it is less legitimate to be a con- 
aervative it must be more legitimate to be a 
socialist. Y made no claim that capitalist- 
democacy makes for peace, but simply said 
it had not the monopoly of the seeds of war; 
some are found in other forms of society. i 
referred to a notion, which my critics may 
have encountered, that it was possible for an 
individual to resist the tate when required 
to do what he helieved to be morally wrong: 
if people's hearts do not change so that they 
consider masa violence wrong, then there is 
no guarantee of peace in any form of society. 

Perhaps Bill Grindlay and the othera will 
explain why they continue to occupy their 
responsible positions in a union for the re- 
nunciation of war if they are so convinced 
of the irrelevance, in a society at war, of 
the intention not to fight! 

LEONARD TRAYNER 


13 Crescent Rd., New Barnet, Herts. 


the following pledge which ‘s signed 
by each member: 
i RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 
The address to which new signatures of 
the pledge should be sent, and from which 
further particulars may he obtained ia: 
PPU HEADQUARTERS, 
Dick Sheppard House, 


6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


: 


- Get ALL your books from the 
P.P.U. Literature 
Department 


ty HEN the war is over, it may be 
Possible to do what was al- 
ready in mind before the war started 
and turn the PPU Literature Depart-- 
ment at Dick Sheppard House into a 
really attractive general bookshop, 
For the moment it is out of the ques-' 
tion, However, the PPU Literature 
Department is a recognized bookshop 
able to obtain any book that is or- 
dered, and actually well situated (ine 
the middle of tre London publishers” 
district) to do so as promptly as any.. 

Now it is worth remembering .that 
our book-trading is of considerable 
help to the Union, and that every 
book sold means a contribution to 
PPU funds of from a quarter to a 
third of the price. 

It is for this reason that it seems 
worth while to make a general sug- 
gestion to the members of the Union 
and to all readers of Peace News that 
whenever possible they should buy 
books through Dick Sheppard House- 

We cannot, unfortunately, offer any 
financial inducement to them to do- 
so. Like other bookshops, the PPU: 
is bound by the rules of the Book- ° 
sellers’ Association. It cannot give 
discounts and it cannot offer to pay 
postage except on orders over £2, a 

Yet it is surprising how. easily an . 
order for £2 or more of books can 
be collected together in any fairly 
large group, and when this can be 
done, the books, sent in one parcel, 
will cost no more than if they were 
bought over the local bookseller’s 
counter, while the PPU will benefit 
to the amount of some 138s, 


RECENT BOOKS OF NOTE 


It is seldom possible to give special 
mention in PPU circulars to new 
books as they appear, but many of the 
most important are reviewed or ad- 
| vertised in Peace News: Max Plow- 
man’s “The Right to Live” (7s, 6d.) 
; and Vera Brittain’s “Humiliation 
with Honour” are our best sellers at 
the moment. 

To help the publication of Max 
Plowman’s book we ordered 500 
copies, and only a few are left. The 
successes of these two books, outside 
pacifist circles as well as within, have 
been encouraging features for paci- 
fists of 1942 publishing. 

R. H. Thouless’s “Straight Think- 
ing in War Time” (7s. 6d.) is a recent 
book that every pacifist should read, 
with an interesting chapter discuss- 
ing whether Hitler is a paranoiac. 
An earlier book that bas not, at any 
rate through the PPU, had the sale 
that it deserves, is D. W. Harding’s 
“The Impulse to Dominate”, which is 
an outstandingly sane and reasoned 
discussion of the psychological factors 
that make for war. 

Eric Gill’s “Last Essays” and his 
remarkable “Autobiography” recall 
another of the. great personalities 
who kas been lost to the Union in re- 
cent years. The official biography of 
Dick Sheppard, by Ellis Roberts, 
much though it has been criticized, 
continues to sell steadily. And it is 
interesting to notice that the Book- 
shop has shared in the increased pop- 
ularity of Tolstoy’s “War and Peace”, 


HE basis of he Peace Pledge Union ‘s 


The first Peace News pamphlet 


Muslims of India 
and the Muslim League 


by Howard Whitten 


Now obtainable only fram the- 
PPU Bookshop, Dick Sheppard 
House, Rs Street, London, 

C1. ae $1 


Price 1d. (post free 2d.) 
If you have not bad iiornaar 
about PeaceNews pamphlets, ask 
your local distributor. 


thee 


- here 


HE food is there; the ship 


is there; the money is 

there—only the navicerts 
are not there”, said Prof. Emile 
Cammaerts in a moving plea for 
food relief for Belgium at an 
intercession service in St. Pan- 
cras Church on Jan. 12. 


Prof. Cammaerts was delivering 
one of the short addresses, and he 
took the parable of the Good Samari- 
tan as his text. 


The death rate, he explained, had 
quintupled its normal figure. Tuber- 
eulosis had increased eight times, and 
new diseases associated only with 
severe famine were spreading, such 
as hunger oedema. For these dis- 
eases food was tke only medicine. 


He did not wish to embarrass the 
Allied Governments, but it was his 
responsibility and that of his audi- 
ence, indeed it was the responsibility 
of the Governments of the suffering 
people. It was no use talking about 
relief after the war—what wauld be 
left of those people then? The ques- 
tion was: Had we the imagination? 


There will be three questions in your 
ming (continued Prof. Cammaerts). First, 
“Is it as black as it is painted?" The answer 
s “Yes, the man is really dying’. In the 
case of a country which normally imported 
the bulk of her food that was inevitable. 


Second, “What should we do?” Third, 
“What could we do?” 
It is very littte that is required. The 


figures prepared by the Famine Relief Com- 
mittee show that 2,300 tons of shipping is 
needed for the relief of the special cate- 
gories in Belgium, One ship. Vitamins 
take up little space. Powdered milk products 
take up little space. If we really want to 
save the Belgian children the difficulties 
are not insuperable. 


You will say: this means taking risks, 
Ought we to run such risks? These thoughts 
Must have been present to the Good Samar- 
itan also. He took risks—and succecded. 
The other short address was given 

by Dr. Howard Kershner, European 
Relief Director of tke American 
Friends Service Committee, who ox- 
plained the extensive relief which 
he had supervised in Unoccupied 
France for two years. 

At one time over 84,000 children were 
being fed by the Committee, without en- 
abling the Germans to take any additional 
food and entirely without interference. 
“The Germans fm France are taking lesa 
food than the terms of the Armistice would 
permit—not because they choose fo, but 
because the food just isn’t there to be 
taken,” he said, 


NOW 


FReEDOM PRESS have undertaken the 
publication of a series of occasiona) vol- 
umes of social and literary writings under 
the title NOW. Ita orientation as reflected 
in the social contmbutions ia towards 
anarchism, 


Number One wil) contain articles by 
Herbert Read, D, S. Savage, and others; 
poems; and four drawings by John Olday.! 


712 pages ta, 6d. (postage 3d.) 


FREEDOM PRESS 


27 Belsize Road, London, N.W.6. 
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RATCLIFFE’S PAMPHLETS \ 


s 


Fd 


4d. each. 5d. post free. 


“Why This War Came!” 
“The Troth About The Christian Charch 


and War!” 
“The Truth Ahout Religion In Germany!” 
“The Truth About Hitler And The 


RC. Church!" 


Sensational! Daring! Chalienging! 
The Four with specimen copy of 
“The Vanguard” poat free P.O. 1s. 6d. 
B.P.L., 2 Endrick Drive, 

mear Glasgow. 


Bearsden 
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PEACE NEWS 


MORE WOMEN 


RY a proclamation signed by the 

King on Jan. 138 girls between 
19 and 20 years of age become liable 
for military service, the age-rproups 
which can now be called up being: 
men 18-46, women 19-31. 


Hither on registering or when called 
up, women can choose which service 
or which of a given list of alternative 
occupations they wish to enter, but 
mo guarantee is given that their 
choice will be granted. Meanwhile, 
more women are being prosecuted. 

Mrs. Kathleen Lonsdale a research worker 
in x-ray crystallography, was fined £5 and 
one guinea costs at Uxbridge police court on 
Dec. 14 for failure to register for firewatching, 
She pat@ the costs, but refused to pay the 
fine and was on dan. 18 sentenced to one 
month's imprisonment as an aitternative, a 
further 7 days’ grace being given before com- 
mittal. Dr. Lonsdale, who has been Clerk 
to Uxbridge Friends Meoting for over aix 
years, has three children under 14 years of 
age and so could ave claimed exemption from 
enrolment, had she registered ; but she refuses 
to do so until a conscience clause is inserted 
in the Order. 

Patricia Collins, secretary of Lewes PPU, 
wag sentenced to 28 days imprisonment, at 
Leweg on Dec. 15, on refusing to pay a fine 
of £65 for failing to register for firewatching. 

When Joan Wf, Goodey, of Spiceland, Black- 
borough, near Cullompton, appeared at Ex- 
eter police court on New Year's Day for re- 
fusing a direction of the Ministry of Labour 
to attend for an interview under Defence 
Regulation 80B, the magistrates decided to 
adjourn the case for a week to give her a 
final opportunity to consider her position. 


When she appeared again on Jan. 8, Joan 
two roontha’ im- 


Goodey was sentenced to a 
prisonment in the Second Division, and is 
now in Exeter Prison. 

At Tottenham police court on Jan. 15 Nora 


M. Page. of Wood Green, was prosecuted by 
the Wood Green Council for refusing to reg- 
ister under the Civil Defence Duties (Com- 
pulsory Enrolment) Order, 1942. She had writ- 
ten to the Council stating that her refusal to 
register was as a protest against the increas- 


PROSECUTED 


ing powers of conscription being introduced in 
this country. She was fined 40s. and 10s. 6d. 
costs, which she declined to pay. She was 
then sentenced to fourteen days’ imprison- 


ment, 
JONWHN BARCLAY REGISTERS 

The January issue of the CBCO Bulletin is 
larger than the December one owing to the use 
of thinner paper and economy of style. 

Tt reports the fact that John Barclay has 
been allowed to register as a CO to military 
service in spife of the fact that his age-group 
hay rot yet been required to register for such 
service. This follows his refusal te comply 
with a direction to land work: he informed 
the Ministry of Labour that he was seeking 
social and educational work, for which he 
was trained. 

Also reported is the case of Gilbert Lane, 
who was court-martialled for the fifth time 
on Dec. 31 and sentenced to 18 months’ de- 
tention, thus depriving him of the opportunity 
of a further appeal to the Appellate Tribunal 
—a practice at a Herefordshire NCC unit 
to which the attention of the War Office has 
been drawn. 


C.0.s IN GERMANY 


Douglas A. Hickman wrote from 
1350, Ilag VII, Laufen/OBB, Ger- 
many, on Novy. 17: 

Left Jersey Sep. 29: on the move ever since 
through most delightful country—France, Bel- 
gium, Luxemburg, Germany. Now in camp, 
a delightful spot at the foot of the snow 
capped Bavarian Alps called Laufen, on the 
river Salz, the old Austro-German frontier. 

There are 400 men here: I sleep, and mess 
with 80 athers of like faith who have hung 


together all the way from Jersey. You may 
send parcels and a little money woulg he 
useful to spend in the canteen. We get no 


pay here: all the work is voluntary. I am 
busy organizing the camp laundry, with four 
men under me, 

We had an awful tiring and hard journey 
through Europe, but the German officers and 
men and Red Cross girls are great and saved 
the journcy from becoming impossible. I 
have mingled with Russians, Spaniards, and 
other nationalities and, as expected, found 
the average Germans etc. pretty decent fel- 
lows for the most part. 


January 22, !943 


HUMAN GUINEA PIGS 


To the Editor of Peace News 


ie has been found over a number of years 
that persons receiving inoculation against 
yellow fever sometimes develop a disease 
akin to jaundice but which ig not in itself 
yellow fever. The conditiom is often mild 
but has, in some cases (1 in 500), resulted in 
death. 

Docters are now working, at a well-known 
London medical foundation, to determine 
which agent of the vaccine is responsible for 
thigy condition, and they have asked the Paci- 
fist Service Bureau whether any human 
“guinea pigs” might volunteer for such ex- 
periments. Volunteers would not have to 
give up their normal work but would be 
under observation for @ period up to six 
months. If the disease should develop, a 
period of only 2-8 weekg in hospital would 
normaliy be necessary. 

It ig clear that the elimination of this in- 
fective agent would be of great benefit to the 
community as a whole. This is especially so 
at this time when large bodies of men are 
being moved fom one country to another and 
for the future when relief work might be 
hampered by an outbreak of thig illness. 

I wonder, therefore, whether any of your 
renders, living in London, would care to vol- 
unteer for thig work. If anyone interested 
will get into touch with the Bureau. I shall 
be glad to give them all the available infor- 


mation. 
JACK CARRUTHERS 


Pacifist Service Bureau, 
6 Endsleigh St.. W.1. 


T left a few friends in Jeraey. Please in- 
form Dick Sheppard House that all the men 
who left England are safe as far as I know. 
We want letters from all our friends. 


A later letter (just to hand) dated 
Dee. 6 adds: 


We appear to be living in an old Austrian 
castle which, although far from perfect, is 
not so bad...Some USA men are here now. 
I attend Society of Friends meetinga as in 
Jersey. The German captain allows the same 
here. 

Send alt 
deliver all to us quite OK. 
amount of postal connections 
write, please. 


the news you can. The Germans 
I am allowed any 
inward, so aH 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


ACCOMMODATION 
ACCOMMODATION, furnished and un- 
furnished, moderate rent, N. London, con- 


venient bus and rail. Box 702 PN, 3 Black- 
stock Rd, N.4. 

CAN ANY group or sympathizer provide or 
introduce accommodation for elderly widower, 
permanent!y semi-invalid, with own furniture? 
One largish room with full board and attend- 
ance. Quiet country area if possible, bul 
nursing visiting service and electricity supply 
assential. Means limited. Thomas Dent, 
Alderwood House, Greenham Common, New- 
bury. Berka. , 

FOR ALL properties tu be tet or sold in 
N.W. London and Districta, apply to McCraith 
and Brooks, Auctioneera and Surveyors, 44 
Market Place, N.W.11. (Speedwell 9888, 8 
jiues), who will give special attention to the 
requirements of pacifista. 

TO LET, Ground floor flat; 2 t!arge rooms, 
kitchen, scullery, usual offices; near trama 
and buses, only 7 minutes Streatham Hill 
Station. 25s. weekly. Apply 29 Kingscourt 
Rd., S.W.16. 

WANTED TO RENT, by married C.O. doing 
hospital work N. London, small house or 
ground-floor flat with garden. Two children. 
Box 687 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. p 

WOULD ANYONE give C.O. recovering 
illness quiet accommodation ? Would give 
light services. Box 701 PN, 3 Blackstock 
+ Rd., N.4. 

YOUNG P.P.U. member seeks board and 
lodging with pacifistg in Ilford or Woodford 
districts. Lunch out. Box 700 PN, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 


Hand Over AN? Power To Congress 


INDIAN 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 


Mass Demonstration 


Kingsway Hall, Kingsway, W.C.2. 
Tuesday, January 26, 7 p.m. 
Speakers: 
W. G. Cove M.P., Vera Brittain, S. S&S. 
Silverman M.P., Fenner Brockway, Fred 
Messer M.P., Frank Horrabin and Indian 
-Speakers. 
Tagore’s famous national song 
and a programme of European 
Classical Music 
will be played on the organ at the 
demonstration at 6.80 p.m 


Admission Free 


Committee of Indian, Congressmen, 
70 New Oxford St., W.C.1. 


STRESS 


HARGES: 2d. per word, minimum 2s, 
/ (Box No. 6d. extra). 


copy, 


ASH must accompany 
series bookings. 

ATEST TIME for copy to be received: 

MONDAY. Please type copy separately 

trom your letter, but add name and address. 


(DISPLAYED Al ADVTS. 


AXIMUM space allowed: 8 column-inches, 
LATEST TIME for copy: FRIDAY. 


ACCOMMODATION (Cont.) 
YOUNG WOMAN (out all day) would ap- 
preciate quiet simple, furnished accommoda- 
tion, watking distance Leicester Square. 
Cleaning and plain laundry (or facilities) 
useful; meals not essential. Cressida, Cobham 
Rtd., Leatherhead. 


EDUCATIONAL 


FIND RECREATION and new power to 
serve through speaking and writing. Corre- 
spondence {also visit) lessons bs., classes 
1s. 6d. Dorothy Matthews, B.A., 82 Primrose 
Bill Rd., London, N.W.3. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 

LAMB BRAND RIBBONS, cleanest, longest; 
3s. 6d. each, 108, three, 18s. 6d. six; gtate type- 
writer, colour(s). Dense black carbona, quarto, 
foolscap, 10s. hundred (minimum). All post- 
age paid. Compare values. Lamb's (PN) 15 
Prospect Place, Preston. 

PLEASE SEND used Xmas cards and cal- 
endarg to, South India Missionary and Or- 
phanage Society, Oid Reetory, Edgeworth, 
Stroud, Glos. 

SECONDHAND Rucksacky wanted to pur- 
chase, for C.O.s on forestry work. What 
offers? Box 699 PN, 3 Biackstock Rd., N.4. 

WOOL hand-made Pullovers; not new, "good; 
few for land workers. Write Box 698 PN, 
3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


LAND & COMMUNITY 

ANY PACIFIST willing to invest in pur- 
chase of property in Taunton district and let 
to Advertiser, a Pacifist? Pacifist with prac- 
tical farming experience would add small 
capital in a joint farming concern with: an- 
other pacifist who has money to invest use- 
fully. Box 693 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

C.0. COUPLE urgently require 1 or 2 acres 
land freehold with house or cottage. Box 692 
PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4, 


uit PRATIURE, &e 

ROOKS loaned to C.0.8 on land ete: with- 
out obligation. Write for list Marshall. 21 
Wheatlanda Drive, Bradford, Yorka. 
QUAKERISM Informanan ang Hterature 
reapecting the Faith and Practice of the 
Religious Suclety af Friends. tree on applicnr- 
jon to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ Hanae Enator Read Y.andon, NW 1 
“THE QUAKER MESSAGE” by Sidney 
Lucas: extracts from Quaker writers on be- 
lief and practice. 86 pp. price 1s. 6d, from 
Heys Farm Guest House, W. Bradford, Clith- 
eroe, Lanes. 


except uonenete 


MEETINGS. &e. 


Jan, 27, 


‘MEETING at Granville Hall, North Finchley, 
1943, 7.30 p.m. Speaker, Stephen 
P.P.U., F.o.R. 

RALLY for a_ Socialist. Britain Now. J. 
McGovern M.P., Trevor Williams at Holborn 
Hall, Sun., Jan. 31, 3 p.m. Reserved tickets 
ee from London I.L.P., 318 Regents Park Rd., 

wd. 


Thorne. 


PERSONAL 

CHILD OFFERED good home, adoption, or 
foster parents; Genuine; write strict confi- 
dence Box 691 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

INTRODUCTIONS by post between pacifists, 
progressives. and other PN readers. Profits 
for Peace. Stamp brings particulars, Box 654 
PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


CLERK wanted, food distribution, Bath, Box 
684 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

COMPETENT shorthand-typist, 
ledge of filing 
Young woman C.O. preferred. Write stating 
age, qualifications, and salary required, with 
photograph if possible. Box 703 PN, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 

DOMESTIC HELP, full time, required to 


with know- 
required for pacifist office. 


a mother, Box 688 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., 


GARDENER wanted, near Bath. 
PN. 3 Blackstock Re, N.4, 


JUNIOR SCHOOL teacher wanteg immed- 


Box 685 


iately or in April. Please state age, train- 
ing, and experience. Burgess Hill School, 
Redhurst, Cranleigh, Surrey. 


WANTED capable man to do milking, with 
Good wages given. Ag- 
Box 697 PN, 3 


Ford car, S, Bucks. 
ricultural exemption suitable. 
Bluckstock Rd., N-4. 

WOMAN WANTED to help with children 
and some house work. Richard Phibbs, Beer 
Farm School, Duiverton, Somerset. 


SITUATIONS & WOKK WANTEL: 
CARPENTER AND JOINER C.0., 26, 
quires 


re- 
situation, Birmingham district pre- 
ferred. Inquire to Frank Price, Plot 21 Ashes 
Rd., Langley, Oldbury. 

C.0... LAND EXEMPTION, _ experienced 
tractors, horses, ete., interested youth educa- 
tion, seeks work of. social service; wife will- 
ing assist. Reply Box 696 PN, 3 Blacksteck 
Rd., N.4. 

C.0., MARRIED, seeks land work, 20 months 
wife willing to 
Box 695 


experience, 
help. 


good references ;* 
Furnished necommodation. 
PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. “ 

C.0., 24, 3 years farm work, offers services 
free to farmer willing teach tractor driving 
in return. Any offers? 
stock Rd., N.4. 


C.O., 26. unconditional exemption, 


Box 690 PN, 3 Black- 


seeka re- 


sponsible position. Previously manager, lim- 
fer company. Box 694 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., 
EXPERIENCED — shorthand-typist (lady) 


desires secretarial Box 689 PN, 3 


Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


WHERE TO STAY 
DERBYSHIRE_HILLS. Food Reform Ves 
etarian Guest House for happy holiday 0 


post. 


pohANKRUPT | STATESMANSHIP, Lunch | peelfay gergrgradions fl) modern, comfy 
7 our lecture at the Trade Union Club, 12 Gt. 0 

ry N EC Newport St., W.C.2, on Wed., Jan, 27 at 1.15 | lock. (Station: Ambergate: Tel, Amberga‘s 
ig A R M I 5 T I Cc E C O N F E R E ens E _" p.m. Edward Thompson, ‘Chairman, Vera | 44). 

a FRIENDS MEETING H OUSE, BULL STREET, Brittain. Admission free. Indian Freedom LAKE DISTRICT: "Beck Allans,” Grasmere 
Ss Campaign. Vegetarian Guest House open all the year 
cry B [ RIM I N G H A M round for atrenuous or restful holidays amid 

some of England’s finest acenery. H. and 

j SATURDAY, JANUARY 30th, 3 p.m. Please note our only address water all bedrooms. Write: Isabel Jumes 


C A BROCK & Co. Ltd. 


& ®8Sheakers - ee Ree sete Hone in own pa 
2 RHYS. J. DAVIES, M.P. Rev. PATRICK FIGGIS 79 SOUTHERN ROW, LONDON. W.10. ao from £2 7a. 6d. “Lindors”, St. Briavels. 


interested 
Birmingham Council 


Invitation extended ta all 
Peace Pledge Union 


| 
run small North-west London flat for expect- 


For all Printing & 
Stationery by 


Printing Co., 


Published from 8 Blackstock Rd., London N.4 
“Peace News” Ltd. Printed hy Clifford 


(T.U.) London N.16 
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